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Welcome
From the Interim President
of Trinity Lutheran Seminary
Trinity Lutheran Seminary forms leaders
for Christ’s church at work in the world.
You and I are new together this fall, and
we will be formed here – for service. This
community will deepen and forge blessed
connections and will let us explore rich
resources to sustain and guide us through
our lives, whatever vocations lie ahead!
I encourage you to engage the blessings
that are around you—faculty, staff,
students, classes, worship, books and
resources, work experiences, surprises,
callings.
You gifted people come to Trinity in a time
of great change. Cultures are changing.
In faithfulness, the church is changing.
Education is changing. Trinity and its
predecessor seminaries faithfully changed
for more than one hundred eighty years.
Trinity is changing still, moving toward a
joyful integration with another missional
Lutheran institution – Capital University.
I invite you to watch, engage and learn,
preparing for the times ahead when you
will be the ones leading change for the
sake of Christ’s work in the world.
It’s long been my habit to begin new
ventures with the old prayer printed at the
right. Please pray this with me now and
often. In Christ,

Stan Olson
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O God, you have called your servants
to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden,
through perils unknown. Give us faith to
go out with good courage, not knowing
where we go but only that your hand is
leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ out Lord. Amen
Text from the Morning Prayer liturgy in
Evangelical Lutheran Worship

From the President
of Capital University
Trinity Lutheran Seminary and Capital
University have shared a history
since 1830. The “reunion” of Trinity
and Capital has been designed with
thoughtful, forward-looking, and Spiritfilled imagination. As we take the steps
necessary to reunite, here are some of the
immediate benefits that you as a new
student at Trinity will enjoy include:
•

•

Multiple interdisciplinary study
opportunities among the six
professional graduate schools –
business, nursing, education, the
music conservatory, and the Law
School;
Opportunities for integrated
theological conversation with
graduate students in the other
disciplines;

•

An expansion of leadership
possibilities, both on campus and off;

•

An expansion of inter-religious
engagement and study;

•

An expansion of research
opportunities. For example, an
interest in ecological justice could
mean accessing expertise in the earth
sciences or environmental law. In
addition to Trinity’s Hamma Library,
there is Capital’s Blackmore Library,
and there is a separate library for the
Law School;

•

An expansion of a broad network of
deep community service and capacitybuilding opportunities; and,

•

The intersection of Capital’s
nationally renowned Conservatory
of Music with Trinity’s disciplines in
church music.

Capital and Trinity have led together –
for 129 years as one institution, and 58
years as neighbors. We believe that together
once more, we can best educate and equip
change agents with the moral, intellectual
and spiritual compass required for
meaningful lives, purposeful careers and
transformative ministry.

Beth Paul
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Admissions
Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Seminary!
We are delighted that you have chosen
to become part of the Trinity Community.
We value our community here and each
individual contribution that makes it
dynamic and unique. As you become
more familiar with our campus, you are

bound to have questions. The Admissions
Team often has animal crackers available
for a snack and, for 50 cents, you can
purchase soda or seltzer water any time
our door is open. Stop by the Admissions
Suite when you can!

Did you know…
•

Trinity continues to value integration
and whole life formation. An eclectic
student body and experienced
theological training and leadership
provide a well-rounded and deep
experience.

•

Trinity’s student body includes
individuals who come straight from
the finest undergraduate schools,
while others bring with them finetuned skills from a variety of first
career.

•

Trinity is the only seminary in the
ELCA which offers the opportunity
for students to participate in an
“intentional community” living
experience. Guided by experienced
resources, students covenant each
year for an experiment in mission
focused and self-aware residential
living.

•

Trinity is a GreenFaith certified
community, providing the seminary
with access to helpful resources and
money-saving conservation methods,
and establishing Trinity as a leader in
environmental stewardship for other
faith communities to follow.

•

Trinity’s unique setting in an
urban suburb of Columbus, Ohio,
provides students with access to
service opportunities in a booming
metropolitan culture, as well as easy
access to more rural settings within a
30-mile radius.

•

Cognizant of the nation’s growing
Hispanic population, Trinity includes
Spanish for Ministry in the seminary
curriculum, offering students
intensive instruction in the language,
culture, and faith traditions of this
thriving population.

•

In 2005, the Carnegie Institute of
Stanford University, in a study of
theological education, named Trinity
one of 10 exemplary theological
schools.

•

Trinity consistently graduates ELCA
Master of Divinity students with the
lowest amount of educational debt
of any ELCA seminary. This means
Trinity students borrow less money.

•

For 18 summers Trinity has hosted
Summer Seminary Sampler, one
of the longest-running programs
for high school youth exploring
vocations in the church and world.

•

Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ
Seminary, welcoming those who
identify as LGBTQ.
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ONCE ON

CAMPUS
WHAT IS NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION?
New Student Orientation is designed
to welcome and orient all admitted
students. You will tour campus; meet
faculty, staff, and current students; learn
about support services; and experience
different mission opportunities, all while
making friends with other incoming
students. Most importantly you will
have fun!
*Please review the Orientation schedule
insert
PARKING DURING NEW STUDENT
ORIENTATION

will permit access to parking in university
and Trinity parking lots, consistent with
the university’s parking regulations which
can be found at www.capital.edu/
Safety. Students will be issued student
parking permits dependent upon their
status as resident or commuter. There
will be no fee for purchasing a parking
hang tag for the 2017-18 academic year.
Capital has created a parking application
form for Trinity students and faculty
which is shared on a new web page that
will serve as the online repository for
news, updates, student information and
frequently asked questions about the
Trinity-Capital reunion. A permit will be
necessary for parking in all university lots.

All Trinity students and employees will
need to obtain parking hang tags, which
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Once on Campus
TECHNOLOGY @ TRINITY
Your Trinity Account: A new account
has been created in each of Trinity’s
technology systems for all new students,
and credentials for those accounts have
been sent to the email address you
provided in your admissions process. If
you have not received your form with
account details, please fill out the form
available at http://studenthelp.TLSohio.edu
Email: For the 2017-2918 academic year,
you will have two email addresses as
part of the reunion with Capital. You will
receive your TLS email credentials as your
personal email address, and your Capital
credentials will be sent to your TLS email
once you’ve signed in.
It is essential that you check your Trinity
email regularly. All communication will be
sent through your Trinity account. Trinity
email is best viewed in Google Chrome
web browser (free download).
When you graduate, you will retain access to
the email system, including all your data. The
only change is that you will gain the additional
primary email address of “username”@alumni.
TLSohio.edu. More details will be given to you
upon graduation.

SAM: http://sakai.TLSolhio.edu –
Register for classes, see your grades,
schedule, bill and more!
1. Enter your username (the first portion
of your TLS email address)
2. Enter your password: (first initial, last
initial, hyphen”-“, *student ID number)
*Your student ID number is located on the
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front of your Library/Student ID card.
Ex. sm-1234567

WiFi: Several TLS WiFi networks are
available throughout the main building
and dorms.
• “TLS Student – WiFi”
Student use, credentials are provided
with this form
• “TLS Guest – WiFi”
no password, for anyone who is not
given credentials to other networks.
Computer Labs: Your SAM credentials
will give you access to computers
available throughout the Library as well
as in the Music Computer Lab on the
second floor. Access to Capital University
computers can be obtained by contacting
their Service Desk on the first floor of
Capital’s Library.
Students may seek help with IT-related
issues by contacting a Technology
Assistant in the Library or by using the
form at http://studenthelp.TLSohio.edu.
Capital’s Service Desk can be reached via
email or phone:
• ServiceDesk@capital.edu
• 614-236-6508

LIBRARY/STUDENT ID CARD
One of the most important items you
will need at Trinity is your official Capital
ID card. Your ID card is both your Library
AND Student ID Card and will give you
access to the Trinity Suites (residents only)
and other buildings after regular business
hours. ID cards are a primary source of

identification and access to resources.
Your ID provides access to The Mezz
Fitness Center and The Capital Center and
more, along with resources like Blackmore
Library collections and OhioLink. You
can add CapBucks, which are flexible
spending dollars you can use to food at
One Main Café, Capital Court and a host
of businesses along Main Street. Your ID
also will get you access to a host of arts,
entertainment and cultural events for
free or at a significantly reduced price.
Students will have the opportunity to
have photos taken for IDs the first day
of the semester at Trinity.

HAMMA LIBRARY
The Seminary’s Hamma Library houses
a collection of nearly 142,000 books
and bound periodicals and over 19,000
ejournals and 250,000 ebooks. As we
move forward with the reunion with
Capital, resources with Blackmore
Library will also be available to all Trinity
students. Your new Capital ID will give
you access to Blackmore 24 hours a
day. There are 11 computers available
for students use in Hamma, as well as
plenty of group and individual study
space. Hamma Library is a member of
OhioLINK, which gives students access
to the collections of over 120 member
libraries around Ohio. Please see a library
staff member if you need assistance
requesting items from OhioLINK.

BILLING INFORMATION
All billing information will be available
to you through SAM (Trinity’s Student
Management System) accessed on the
homepage of Trinity’s website. Payment
of any balance, after financial aid is
applied, is due by the first day of class.
Late fees apply if your account is more
than 10 days late ($100) and again if it

remains unpaid for 30 days (additional
$250) after the start of class. For
questions please contact the Business
Office.
FINANCIAL AID
New students who received financial aid
or would like to know if they are eligible
for financial aid should visit Office 117 and
speak to the director of Financial Aid. This
includes free scholarship money, federal
work study, and federal direct loans.

HEALTH INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
All students will be responsible to acquire
adequate health insurance coverage for
themselves and their families in accordance
with federal guidelines and following IRS
rules and regulations. The options in the
coming year are through the marketplace
https://www.healthcare.gov or the
Ohio exchange or Medicaid coverage
www.healthinsurance.org. International
students will continue to be covered
through a separate program.
Internship congregations will be asked to
pay a higher base compensation amount.
This may also allow students who are
eligible to take advantage of any federal
premium subsidies.

REGISTRATION
Registration is conducted online through
SAM at https://TLS.empower-xl.com.
Alternatively, you can point your browser
to the main Trinity Lutheran Seminary
web page (www.TLSohio.edu) and click
on the SAM link at the top right. Courses
may be added or dropped according
to the Add/Drop dates listed on the
Academic Calendar and Billing Schedule.
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Once on Campus
GRADING
Trinity Lutheran Seminary uses a Pass/
Marginal/Fail grading system. If you
wish to have a letter grade, you need to
make your request known to the course
instructor and to the Registrar prior to
the second class meeting. Faculty typically
have two weeks after the end of the
term to submit grades. Students can
check course schedules and grades online
through SAM.
ACADEMIC ADVISING
Credit students are assigned to a Faculty
Academic Advisor to help with course
selection and degree planning.
M.Div. Students:
Your I-Group Faculty Member will serve as
your Academic Advisor
M.A.C.M. Students:
Professor May Schwarz
mschwarz@TLSohio.edu
M.A.C.E. and M.A.Y.F.M. Students:
Dr. Brad Binau
bbinau@TLSohio.edu
M.T.S. Students:
Dr. John Karanja
jkaranja@TLSohio.edu
S.T.M. and D.Min. Students:
Dr. Lynn Nakamura
lnakamura@TLSohio.edu
Certificate Students:
Dr. John Karanja
jkaranja@TLSohio.edu
Students should review their respective
degree program sections in the Academic
PAGE 8

Catalog for an overview of their degree
requirements. Additional information
and degree audit checklists will be made
available in the Fall Semester.
CAREER DEVELOPMENT
Career Development is a department
of the Contextual Education Office.
Students who are employed by the
Career Development office are known
as Peer Career Advisors. Typically, there
are three Peer Career Advisors. They
provide additional resources and service
to Trinity Lutheran Seminary students and
graduates. Duties and responsibilities
include:
• Make individual appointments with
students and graduates during
“walk-in” hours and provide help
with career-related issues, such as:
- Résumés and cover letters.
- Interview preparation.
- Job application assistance.

emergency that requires the police, fire
department, or paramedics, you should
dial 614-236-6666 or 911. Callers should
remain on the line to ensure dispatchers
have on the line to ensure dispatchers
have the correct location, as cell phones
and land lines may not provide the
necessary information. Public Safety
personnel will contact the appropriate
personnel, as needed.
MAIL SERVICE
You will be assigned a mailbox by the
end of the first week of classes. Your
mailbox number and combination will
be emailed to your TLS.edu account.
Mailboxes are located on the ground
floor of our main building. Should you
decide you do not need a mailbox please
contact the administrative assistant to
the academic dean.
• Assist with office operations:
- Maintain records and databases.
- Answer general office phone and
respond to inquiries.
• Attend mandatory training sessions
and weekly meetings to gain
necessary skills to perform duties
and learn about career development.
HEALTH & WELLNESS
FINANCIAL SUPPORT
An emergency financial fund is available
to support the health and wellbeing of
seminarians and their families. Please see
Dr. Emlyn Ott for more information.
SAFETY & SECURITY
Trinity Lutheran Seminary strives to
provide a safe living, learning, and
working environment for its students,
faculty, and staff. In the event of an

PROPER ADDRESS AND ZIP
Students who wish to receive mail
through their seminary mailboxes must
include “Trinity Lutheran Seminary” in
their address, because Capital University
is the postal distribution center for the
seminary.
Trinity Lutheran Seminary*
2199 E. Main St.
Columbus, OH 43209-2334
*TLS is an acceptable abbreviation

You are strongly advised to use the
complete zip code, 43209-2334, on all
correspondence.
Do NOT use the Trinity Lutheran Seminary or TLS
designation if you wish for mail to be delivered to
the apartments north of Main Street.
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Once on Campus
SUMMER MAIL
Students wanting their mail to be
forwarded to a summer address should
fill out the TLS “Notice of Address
Change” form available in the Business
Office. This form then gets routed to all
appropriate TLS departments.

FORWARDING YOUR MAIL
When leaving the seminary due to
internship, summer, or graduation,
students must fill out the change-ofaddress form (see above paragraph).
Please return the form to the Business
Office. Upon submission of this form,
mail will be forwarded beginning with
the effective date. Only first-class mail will
be forwarded. Non-profit organization
mail (church, mission organizations, etc.)
is considered bulk-rate mail and cannot
be forwarded.
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The content of this brochure, as well
as more detailed information, will be
available in digital form in the near
future. Watch for information about
how to access this content through the
FLOTD and email.

GETTING

INVOLVED
SEEDS
Over the years, students and faculty
have become more involved in recycling,
energy conservation, gardening, and
other activities that demonstrate a
faithful commitment to the care of
creation. The seminary-sponsored
group SEEDS (Stewarding Earth and
Environment Daily and Sustainably),
established in 2006, was recently
accepted to the pilot group of the
Green Seminary Initiative’s Seminary
Environmental Certificate Program.
SEEDS hosts guest speakers who share
their experiences with things like energy
audits, community garden projects, cleanup activities, and political advocacy as it
relates to the environment.

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
Trinity Lutheran Seminary is a Reconciling
in Christ seminary, affirming its welcome
and embrace of the LGBTQ+ members
of the seminary community and beyond.
With this designation, members of
the student body, faculty, and staff
have formed an RIC Team to guide the
community into what it means to be
Reconciling in Christ. The team may lead
worship, march in Pride events, advocate
for the LGBTQ+ community, and simply
find community with one another. You
are invited to be a member of the team
that welcomes, embraces, and celebrates
the LGBTQ+ community!
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Getting Involved
LIFE TOGETHER
Trinity students come together in an
organization called “Life Together,”
its name borrowed from Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s classic book about Christian
community. The group draws its
membership from all the constituencies
of the seminary community. Each
year, members are elected from the
student body. Together with the dean of
Leadership Formation, the Life Together
representatives, including students,
faculty and staff, guide the organization.
Elections for reps take place in
September. While reps meet monthly, ALL
students, faculty and staff are integral to
the community and are invited to attend
meetings!
Life Together’s Mission Statement:
Life Together is a seminary-wide
organization that acknowledges and
participates in the Holy Spirit’s creation
of Christian community in all its diverse
expressions. Life Together lives out
its mission by promoting and funding
activities that encourage prayer, worship,
care of creation, advocacy, small group
development, challenging and candid
conversations, shared meals, and laughter
and play.
AAG
The Addiction Awareness Group (AAG)
formed out of Life Together in 2009.
The group exists to provide information
and experiences to help educate students,
faculty and friends who are interested in:
• What addiction is (and what it is
not), and how it affects individuals
(including church leaders) and their
families.
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• What resources are available to treat
addiction.
• How church leaders can assist people
struggling with addiction and
codependency.
AAG also invites you to check out the new
literature rack across from the mailboxes
on the ground floor of Trinity. For more
information, talk to Dr. Cheryl Peterson,
the AAG Faculty Representative.
THE COMMITTEE ON RACISM,
RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNITY
(CRRC)
The CRRC works to raise awareness of
issues related to race and diversity as
a part of both our explicit and implicit
curriculum, with the goal that all Trinity
students graduate with a commitment
to anti-racism work in their ministries;
and to help faculty and staff become
more aware of issues related to race
and diversity in our institutional
life, the curriculum, hiring practices,
recruitment, etc., so that we can grow
in our commitment to anti-racism work
individually and as an institution.
SEMINARY CHOIR
Join community members, students,
faculty, and staff on Monday nights to
prepare for a special Choral Evensong.
For more information on how you can
become involved, speak with the director
of Church Music Programs. Make a joyful
noise to the Lord – Serve the Lord with
gladness – Come into God’s presence
with singing! Seminary Choir may be
taken for one hour of credit.

LITURGICAL CHOIR
Everyone is welcome to join Liturgical
Choir. Participants practice twice a week
and sing during Wednesday Eucharist.
Liturgical Choir can be taken for credit,
or you may participate when you are
able! For more information on how you
can become involved, speak with the
director of Church Music Programs.

SPOUSES GROUP
A group of student spouses and partners
meets on a regular basis to get to know
one another, collaborate, and support
individual and family life. Contact the
administrative assistant to the Academic
Dean to learn more and to add your
spouse or partner to the mailing list.

LUTHER BOWL
For over a decade, Trinity has participated
in a coed flag football tournament with
other seminaries on the Battlefield at
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, for the highly
coveted Book of Concord trophy. You
can expect to be asked to participate on
Trinity’s team. Look for more information
at the beginning of the Fall Semester.
The Luther Bowl usually occurs the first
weekend of November.
TROUT LECTURES
Each year Trinity celebrates the legacy
of the first African-American Lutheran
Bishop in America by hosting the Nelson
W. Trout Lectures in African-American
Preaching. People gather from across the
nation to experience the finest of AfricanAmerican worship and preaching. The
Trout Lectures are held at the end of April
each year.
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Getting Involved
TRINITY DAYS
Each year in September, the Trinity
Community celebrates Trinity Days with a
featured speaker, workshops, an alumni
dinner and flag football game between
alumni and students. Classes are canceled
this day and all are encouraged to attend.
SUMMER SEMINARY SAMPLER
The mission of the Summer Seminary
Sampler is to challenge and assist young
people to think about their Christian
vocation and how they may choose to
live their faith out in a church or secular
occupation. “Samplarians” experience
three basic components of theological
education: academic learning, serving
the people of God in various contexts,
and further developing spirituality.
Samplarians spend time with seminary
counselors, professional mentors, faculty
members, the program directors, staff
and administrators of the seminary, and
community resource people.

PAGE 14

EVERY

WEEK
WORSHIP
The worship of God is a priority as a
seedbed of formation. Our worship
forms, equips, and inspires us and our
guests, and prepares our students for
excellence in worship leadership, not only
on our campus but also in the world. In
addition to special services throughout
the year, worship is regularly offered
Monday – Thursday at 10:00 a.m., with
Eucharist held on Wednesdays.
COMMUNITY TIME
Since 2013, students, faculty, and staff
have volunteered to prepare coffee/
tea for the entire community Monday,
Tuesdays and Thursdays after chapel.

Sponsored by Life Together, Community
Time is a great opportunity to build
relationships while enjoying a midmorning coffee or tea!
I-GROUP
I-Groups (or Integration Groups) are
composed of a faculty member and his or
her student advisees. The I-Groups provide
an environment for deeper connection,
conversation, challenge, worship,
leadership, and engagement with a
mission project in the community. All fulltime students are expected to participate
in I-Group. Part-time students are assigned
to an I-Group and encouraged to attend.
I-Groups are held on Wednesdays
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Every Week
following Chapel, from 11:15 to 12:15.
I-Groups are responsible for worship
planning at least one week during the
academic year.
FLOTD
FLOTD (For The Living of These Days) is
our weekly campus newsletter sent out
every Monday morning to your TLS email
account.
SPIRITUAL CARE
Spiritual Care is a prayerful, reflective
experience where you come to recognize
the presence and movement of God’s
Spirit in all aspects of your life. A
Spiritual Director is someone who can
accompany you on your journey into this
relationship with God. There are many
reasons for seeking spiritual direction:
a difficult choice, a deepened prayer
life, better self-understanding or better
health in personal relationships. The
process of spiritual direction occurs
in confidential, one-on-one sessions
in a safe environment. TLS, through
contract, is providing for the availability
of a spiritual director during the fall and
spring terms. If you would like to use
this service, a supplemental $10 fee per
session is requested. If there is need of
financial assistance, arrangements can
be made. To schedule an appointment
with a spiritual director at Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, contact Sara Ward at
sara.ward54@gmail.com.
COMMON MEAL
Common Meal, a tradition developed by
our Bexley Seabury Seminary partners,
has been in existence for 15 years and
continues on campus as an ongoing gift
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of that relationship. We celebrate by
gathering around an open table one night
every week of the academic calendar for a
meal, followed by worship. Join us in the
Intentional Community House. Hospitality
and preparation are provided for any
member of the community to volunteer
to cook each week. Information is always
available about the next Common Meal in
the FLOTD.
WEDNESDAY COOK-OUT
Each Wednesday evening, weather
permitting, grills are lit in the common
area at the center of the seminary
apartments. Each individual or family is
invited to bring a dish to share, as well
as any grilling item for the family. This is
a night of informal fun and relationship
building. Watch and listen for news about
the first cook-out.
INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY
Each year, members of the community
can apply for the opportunity to live in
a dedicated space devoted to covenant
living. The covenants involve relationship
capacities and providing connections
and possibilities to develop a broader
sense of community at Trinity. This year,
four colleagues will be participating and
will be in regular contact with coaches,
advisors, and spiritual directors to assist
them in this experience. The Intentional
Community House also will provide
leadership for Common Meal. Watch for
details.

FOOD SERVICE
There are several options for food service
in and around the Seminary. For those
who purchase Capital Bucks through
Dining Services at Capital University, you
can use your student ID to access any of
the dining facilities at Capital including
https://capital.campusdish.com/
Locations.aspx. Capital Bucks can also
be used at some local restaurants http://
cuchimes.com/02/2017/restaurantsadded-capbucks-program/
Cap Bucks are a convenient way to
purchase meals and snacks without the

worry and hassle of carrying cash. For
more information go to: https://capital.
campusdish.com/Commerce/Catalog/
ShopSubCategory.aspx?category=All_
Products_7901&lid=7901&root=Meal_
Plan
There are also snacks and sodas available
from the vending machines on the
ground floor of Trinity. If you have any
questions regarding Cap Bucks or Capital
food service, please contact the dean of
Students in the Student Affairs Office at
614-236-6367.
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